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Gurnell Leisure Centre



1. Who are we?

2. Who is involved in this development?

оΦ 9ŀƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ

4. Plea to our elected representatives

5. Why you must reject this proposal

6. How do the proposals conflict with planning 
policy?

a. Metropolitan Open Land (MOL)

b. Housing

c. Tall buildings 

d. Design & Density

e. Green and Open Spaces

f. Loss of Light and overshadowing

Contents

7. What else should be considered?

ÅImpact to the local community

ÅPressure on infrastructure

ÅEnvironmental issues

ÅFinancial concerns



There has been an overwhelmingly negative response fromGurnell 
users and residents from across the borough.

Save Gurnell is a community campaign group which was started 3 
years ago in response to the growing public concern of this proposal.  
We want to represent the views of the community because people felt 
their voices were not heard.

VWe are in favour of a refurbished or a new leisure centre.

VWe are in favour of sustainable development which meets the 
needs of Ealing and does not negatively impact the 
community.

X We are against the proposal in its current form because it will 
have an overall adverse impact to current and future Ealing 
residents. Not only does it breach many National, London and 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ 9ŀƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
want and need.

We created this pack to summarise the key issues raised from the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƭŀȅǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
regulations and also underestimates and hides the detrimental 
consequences this development will bring to the people of Ealing. 

1. Who are we?



2. Who is involved in the development?

× Co-Applicant
× Land owner
× Responsible for delivering the new 

Leisure Centre & affordable housing 
(via Broadway Living)

× Local Planning Authority
Å Decided that Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) was not required
Å Will approve/reject the planning 

application

× Co-Applicant
× Delivering private housing
× Buyer of public land

×Wholly owned subsidiary of Ealing 
Council 

× Develops homes on behalf of the 
council ςwill deliver the affordable 
housing

× Ealing Council will be borrowing 
£400M to finance Broadway Living



оΦ 9ŀƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ

Planning Application 
consultation results

1,695 Objected
12 Support
6 Neutral

James Murray MP Objected
(MP Ealing North)

4,358 have signed the petition at 
Change.org

ΨΩ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
means to fund them, I do not believe this plan has 
ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊΣ ǎƻǳƴŘ  ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΩΩ

West Ealing resident

ΨΩ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦΩΩ 

tŜŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΩ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ

ΨΩbƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦΩΩ 
Hanwell resident

ΨΩaȅ ȅƻƎŀ ǊŜƭŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ DǳǊƴŜƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǊƻŀŘΚΩΩ

Gurnell user

ΨΩ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ΦΩΩ 
Gurnell Grove resident

ΨΩ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΦΩΩ

West Ealing resident

ΨΩ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
Soviet-ŜǊŀ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΦΩΩ 

West Ealing Resident



4. Plea to our elected 
representatives

ÅWe are contacting you directly as our 
elected representatives and members 
ƻŦ 9ŀƭƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ 
because the decision you are about to 
make will adversely impact tens of 
thousands of current and future Ealing 
residents.

ÅWe are asking you to listen to the 
+1,700 Ealing residents, who wrote 
heart felt comments about how the 
Gurnell application is not acceptable in 
its current form. 

ÅWe are asking you to consider the 
information in this summary pack and 
our detailed objection, which has been 
compiled to outline the concerns of 
Ealing residents and non-compliance 
with planning policy.

Å The residents of Ealing will be watching 
the planning committee and counting 
on you to refuse this proposal.



5. Why you must reject 
this proposal

1. Conflicts with all levels of planning policy -
national, London and local

2. Harms significantly outweigh the benefits

3. Very Special Circumstances do not exist ςthis 
development is inappropriate on MOL

4.IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ 9ŀƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ

5. This site is not suitable for tall buildings

6. The proposals are excessively dense, poorly 
designed and no design scrutiny has taken place

7. Adverse impact on the local community

8. It does not make financial sense

9. It is environmentally damaging



6. How do the proposals 
conflict with planning policy?



The London Plan 2021 (Policy G3)

άaŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ hǇŜƴ [ŀƴŘ όah[ύ ƛǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘέ

άah[ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 
development in accordance with national planning 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŜƭǘέThe NPPF paragraph 144

ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

planning authorities should ensure that substantial 

ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ŜƭǘΦ Ψ±ŜǊȅ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, 

and any other harm resulting from the proposal, is 

ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǳǘǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ

The NPPF paragraph 143

άInappropriate development is, by definition, harmful to 
the Green Belt and should not be approved except in 

ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜέ

The Gurnell Leisure Centre and car pack sits wholly on land designated as Metropolitan 
Open Land (MOL) which is protected under planning policy:

Ealing Development Core Strategy

Policy 5.2 Protect and enhance MOL and Policy 5.4 
Protect the natural environment - biodiversity and 

geodiversity

άǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƪƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƛƴέ 

6a. Metropolitan Open Land in planning policy


